[Tumors of the liver secondary to androgen therapy. Apropos of 2 cases in children].
The authors report 2 cases of hepatocellular tumour in children treated with anabolic androgens for aplastic anemia. In both cases, the presentation was by a picture of acute abdomen due to hemoperitoneum caused by tumour rupture. In the first case, there was multiple hepatic adenomas necessitating right hepatic lobectomy. The second infant had a single tumour of segment IV treated by simple excision of the tumour. It was a hepatocellular-carcinoma. Follow-up for one year after the initial operation showed no signs of recurrence in both infants. The review of the literature permitted us to find 48 other cases of hepatocellular tumour secondary to androgen therapy. In order of frequency, the hepatocellular-carcinoma is the most frequent and it is usually single; followed by the adenoma which is usually multiple. The other types of tumours are rare: focal nodular hyperplasia, angiosarcoma and cholangiocarcinoma. The hepatocellular-carcinoma and adenoma have some characteristic features: spontaneous regression may occur after withdrawing of androgens; the risk of rupture is important; their evolution is almost always favorable despite of a severe histopathological picture; the alpha-foeto-protein is nearly always negative; and the metastasis are exceptional. The hepatocellular-carcinomas associated with androgen therapy are probably just adenomas with marked dysplasia, but their long term malignant potential remain unknown. Except in case of rupture, surgical intervention should be postponed until the effect of discontinuing the hormonal therapy is assessed, because of the potential for spontaneous regression. The administration of antineoplastic chemotherapeutic agents should be reserved for the tumours showing evidence of malignancy.